Hemophilic arthropathy: considerations in management.
The authors evaluate nonsurgical and surgical approaches to treating patients with hemophilic arthropathy and review the functional and economic limitations imposed on treating these patients. Indications for surgery are discussed and a case study that incorporates both conservative and surgical management options is presented. While the advent of factor replacement therapy has dramatically changed the course of treatment and prognosis for patients with hemophilia, the authors argue that the economic burden of treating these patients is still very high. The authors recommend that proper conservative and surgical management options for patients with hemophilia should be based upon a thorough understanding of the disease process.